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As To Conversation

ND now the eastern papers are telling us,

gome of them, thut the art of conversation
i going out of date. Some are trying to
tell how It can be cultivated.

It seems Lo us thnl conversation is mostly &
hablt and the habit Is directed by the occupa-
tion of the people. The conversation of a lot
ol stock brokers I8 aboul stocks, the donver-
giilon of ladies just bofore easter ls very linble
to bo about Waster hats, The best achool for
conversation is that which comes naturally In an
Intellectunl homo, when the nights are long In
the winter and books are plenty and the whole
fomily, from the smallest child that ean talk
up, 18 on some high or holy theme.

Burnes Cotter's Saturday Night describod =
good place In which to cultlvate conversatlon,
and really the rule ought 1o be that the heart nnd
ifte brain both should be interested and only the
best thoughts be given, and by the best we mean
those that Interest the brain and the heart most
nl the same Uimae,

The older children tn a family grow thinking
thelr father probably Is the best conversationnlist
in the world; the younger grow up believing
their mother is, the fact beilng that the father
hing become absorbed In Dbusiness and the moth-
er has hecome more and more absorbed in her
clilldren.

You go into a counting house In New York,
vou meal distingulshed men, men whose names
are authority on the slreet and the average
woestern man, when Dbrought In direct assocla-
tlon with that ¢lags of men, are agtonished fto
find how narrow they are and how provinelal;
thelr “repertoire” extends only over two or three
subjects and thelr knowledge of the oulside of
their own country is shamefully limiied.

When the man from Wyoming took the first
train that went throngh to the cast and went to
Copeord and oalled on the great Emerson and
gaid:  “Mr. Bmerson, T have no business, T mere-
Iy ealled to pay my respects to you because I
have admired yon and your writings so long,"”
and Emerson asled him where he was from and
he told bim from Wyoming. Emerson showed
ihal even the limitntions were attaching to him,
because he gald: "“Wyoming? 1 believe that is
g place in Pennsylvania™

He had never hoard of the renl Wyoming of
the west with the cowboy, the fighters, the riders
and the range. Conversation will advance or re
cede just as the business of the people ndvance
or recedos.

Speaking of New York, another thing will
sirlke the western man sooner than anything
else, and that 1s that while the New Yorker that
he talks to can tell him about halfl the counties
in England and nume the celebrated places in
Frivies, he will boa lable to look perfectly dazed
when a man speaks of “where rolls the Oregon,”
or Youemite or Yellowstone paint thelr everlast-
ing glori~us pletnrea for human eyes to admire.

That i where the provincial part of eastern
men comes In, He took up the Impression while
n ohild that it would be a great thing to go
tn Hurope and he has been over two or three
tmes; he has passed through some places where
people mald there was magnpificent scenery; he
has geen some of Lhe fine works of arl, and It
han had the effect to cloge his mind {0 anything
west of New York, or at loast, wost of Niagnra
Falls.

There will be bettar talkers when men are
better posted and when thelr thoughts are drawn
into higher currents and they realize that there
Is, after all, something for men to do exceapt
to make n souffle of from len to forly yvears to
get & little bigger fortune than the next nelgh-
bor. In olher words, we aré jusl as we
rufged,

mre
When the Greeks were all good talkers,
wis & time when the yovng men would listen to
philegophy of Socrates or of Arlstotle: they be

lHoved in certaln fixed principles and they be
lHeved In the Tmmorial gods and thelr Influence
upon men, You take men nowadays that have
no fixed principles and do not belleve in any
God, and they are generally shallow talkers.

Modjeska and Booth
Tl-lE papers are still bringing In their tributes

to Modjeska. They tell of her charm and
try to express what they feel, and they In-
variably fail down.

The truth about Modjeska was that she was
a great woman, If she bad been a man she would
have been a statesman, bul the charm of her
ne o woman was that while she iooked and acted
the high born, while every motlon was as dis
tinetly high born as that of a blooded horse, she
wis the most affable, conslderate, gentle crea-
ture In the world

In one paper before us s her plctare in
Ophella and below Is the legend, "When she
played this role with Edwin Booth, the Humlet
had to act his best {0 save himsall from eclipsa.”
And that g all foolishness; moreover, It Is un-
falr. The part of Ophella does not permit any
great or pather striking ability on the part of
the actress: thal Is, the aectress ennnot reveal
any great ability, while Hamlet happens to be the
real prince and the real soul of Ithe play; and
te us, that BEdwin Booth had to do his hest to
keep from being eclipsed, Is felly. L was a
fashion with Edwin Booih to do his bost on all
oceasions, If the andience was worth i, he
played his best out of respect to the audlence:
if the andience was an Inferior one, he played
his best out of self-respect and In honor of his
profession.

Modjeska was great in her own way and the
especial charm that saved her desplte her Imper-
feet use of English, was that she was a much
greater womin than she was actress, We do
not belleve anyone in Amerien ever appreclated
her, becanse she could not glve herself full ex.
preasion: but in her nalive longue on her nativo
heath, with youth and beanty and grace and a
magnetism which made her glorious, all to help,
we can understand that her countrymen and
countrywomen went crazy over her presentations.

But eveén then, Edwin Booth ought not lo be
discounted by comparison, because Edwin Boolh,
nccording to all his brother artists nod ail the
mont celebrated critics, wias the nearest abso-
Intely perfect Impersonation of what Shakespeare
mennt by Hamlel that wag ever seen,

Effects of Topography
BOOF . s been wrilten in the east, telling
A of the thousand years of war, which, with
brief intervals of rest, has raged over east-
ern Burope snd western Asia. But Governor Gil-
pln, of Colorado, fifty years ago, told the story
better, at lenst gave clearer reasons for it. He
pietured the eastern continent with its great pyra.
mid of mountains in the eenter, with rivers run-
ning down these mountalns in all directlons, and
sprénding out llke n fan; the tribes setiled In the
valleys of these rivers, and being isolated, having
no muotunl sympathles or affection, mnd hence
ready, when advantage seemed possille, to engage
In war.

It 18 thus we seo them, and can mark that
they are as distincet from éach other In language,
in physical appesrance, in Lthought and purpose as
they weore when the Messiah was crucified. So
distinet have been these dividing lines that with
them there has practically been no change since
that cross was replantsd. They are just as ltlle
elvilized, Just as cruel, just as unservopulous in
their ways, ns they were of old—there seesms to
be no progress Ilp them, and the reason sesms
to be, that they have mingled with no other peo-
ples save In war, and there has been nothing to
apften thelr llves, nothing to change thelr hablts
or their lines of thought.

But at the same time, In the same addross, Gil-
pin pointed out that the great center of our coun-
try was the mighty valley that stretches from the
Alleghanles to the Rocky Mountains, from the
Lakes to the Gulf, ehowed how the walers con-
yverged to one great central river; that as the
waters tended to one center, so woild the pao-
ple; that from the firgt they would mingle to-
gother in business, which would be followed by
friendships, mutual confidence and respect, and in
pride of native land; that the men of that valley
would eventually control the policy of the govern-
ment, and In the near future, become the groat
controlling power of the world,

Surely so far his prophecy seams in the di-
rect course of fulfillment,

Let any one who never thought of the effect
of topography on a people Imagine that instead
of the Ohio River a scconmd Himalayan range of
mountaing rose across the country from the Al
leghanies to the Rockles, Does any one think
that in that event the war of 1861656 would have
been the same? Doeg any one think there would
have ever been reconcilement between the two
sections? Would not the raee have been a hostile
one, and perpetnal wars for a longer period than
the more than three thousand years since Cyrrus
and old Cembyses lald waste weatern Asia and
northern Afrien?

The men in the Lake and Gulr States are stead-
ily drawing nenrer together. Hxcept for the race
question, they would be in full accord now, and
when they do become that way, they will direct
the policies of ull our country,

Thelr pmtunl  Interdependence will do the
work., By that time probally 200,000,000 of peo-
ple will be under the flag and their dominating
force will compel the right to be the rule all
around this old world, and the majesty and splen-
dor of the flag with all its stars will make a new
firmament to which the nations will turn as did
the old Cholduns to the sun,

The lltimed and senseless clamor that has
ngain been started over the opening of the road
Hght stockade on the west slde Is serving the
purpoge of rehashing to o tired publie the detalls
of n situation which, If left alone, would
quickly adapt {tgelf to prevalent conditlons.

The yelp of the “Mouth™ is, of course, nothing
bnt ecampaign stuff, and the sheriff has been In.
atrucied to discipline Job Lyvon by piiing up red
lght arrests on him, for his action In suing the
county commissionars for thelr Chrigtmas gift of
five thousand odd dollars to the Smoot ovgan.
While the establlshment of the stockade cannot
be defended for a moment from a strietly moral
standpoint, yet the fact remains that a thoroughly
disgraceful and disgusting condition In effect for
vears on Commercial street, In the heart of the
business district of the city, has been done away
with and the Citlzens Investment company, in
bullding the new distriet has furnished clean, san-
Itary houses and atreeta and speolal police ser-
viee, to say nothing of having screened the en-
trance (o the stocksde from the #Hireet
g0 effectually that the ordinary puasser-by wounld
not recognize the district. As long ns it was
desmed necessary to establish the place some-
where In the city, or contend with places heing
established In  the realdence districts It is
doubtful If a belter place than that selected on
the west slde could be found,
sheriff and the “Mouth” wind up thelr grand
stand play conditions will undoubtedly adjust
themselves satisfactorily to all Immediately con-
carned,

very

As soon ns the

While the counell delays
nanee réqulring all meat
Ing Into local ment

pagsing the ordl

butehered here and go
murkets to bear the govern
mont stamp, we wonder who 18 eallng the dis
eased, thinted and dirty products of the abbatolrs
feund by the Investignting committes st weok?




